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cersenene
Last month, for the first time since | arrived in Japan, | visited Sendai to see some live music. From a
tickets to the hotel, this unique experience made me think about various aspects of Japanese culture. .
= Recently, there seems to be a trend toward using computers and cell phones more and more to purchases ,
>~ goods online. For example, in Japan it is possible to make bus and concert reservations via the Internet, o
and in this respect, America has similar systems in place. However, when it comes time to pick up those
purchased goods, a service | had never before tried is apparently quite popular here. The convenience stores
that dot each town deal not only in normal products, but have also become a sort of ticket window. Because there is sure-
ly a branch near your own home, these convenience stores have extended their usual practical service into the field of reser-

100000000

vations as well.
! The big night finally arrived, and although you might think the live music was the most memorable part, that actually is !
i + not the case. In fact, | more often remember the manzai-style interactions after each song. Now, far from being able to .
. 4-} fully understand such rapid-fire dialogue, | have a hard enough time grasping daily Japanese conversation. Nevertheless, ¢
_)" by closely watching the musician’ s gestures and the audience’ s reactions, | understood they were telling typical Japan- +

; ' ese jokes according to the manzai roles of boke and tsukkomi.

Before long the concert wrapped up, and | decided to head back to the hotel. This time | was scheduled to stay in a quite fancy room just outside

the train station, and if you think about it, | believe this too was a typical Japanese experience. Trains widely used for things like commuting, busi-

ness trips, and vacations exert an influence on the development of cities. Hotels and department stores are built around train stations, and compa-
I ny offices are also usually nearby. On the other hand, the automobile played a central role in the growth of American cities. Highways run along |
+ thecity’ s perimeter, and moving toward center city often leads to terrible traffic jams. With the exception of the East Coast bullet train, travel .
E by car dominates, and as a result hotels and department stores built near train stations are almost impossible to find. E
+ That night in Sendai offered a chance to see firsthand several important characteristics of Japanese culture. Even after | :

| return to America and settle back in to its totally different culture, | am certain my wonderful memories of omnipresent ‘; /@ i
convenience stores, manzai, and train station hotels will surface in my head from time to time. -
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