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One day, as a 6th grade Elementary School student, my teacher
} walked into our classroom and told us that she was going to give us a big

project, and we would spend every afternoon working on it for the rest
Iof the school year, which was about 3 months.  The assignment?  Any-
thing in the world that we wanted to know more about.  Some kids chosey
elephants, others chose baseball. Some chose California, others chose
dolphins.  Airplanes, Christmas, U.S. government, trains, The
Olympics, Judaism, The Grand Canyon, the list went on and on. The
beauty of it was that it we were given the chance to deepen our knowl-
edge about something that fascinated us in some way or another. What
did I choose? Japan.

Why Japan? Honestly, it was because of a story that my dad told me.
He had just returned from Japan the week before the announcement of
our new project.  And while we were driving back from the airport, he
told me about something amazing that happened to him while he was
there. As he recounted the story to me in the car, | could still see the dis-§
4 belief on his face.
t  Onone of his last days there, it was raining very heavily. He was quite}
lost in Tokyo and trying to find his hotel. Completely soaked in one of
his nicest suits, he went up to a stranger on the street, hoping that he might
be able to speak some English and direct my dad to his hotel. So, he
{‘ approached this old Japanese man and said...“ Where” ...." Lost” ....

j

TR M e oy A i G~ it ——

"
L g

g T A DG P ey e i e <G G P

. Help” ...." Please” . The old man spoke no English, but could see that
{my father needed some help. So he paused for a second, looked my dad
up and down, said,“ Sorry...no English,” gave my dad his umbrella and
walked off into the pouring rain. r

Now, not many Americans can fully understand thatlevel of hodpital-g
ity. It is not something that you would likely find on a rain-soaked syrret
in America. And as a young boy, it made an impression on me that | will
never forget. It is why | chose Japan as the thing in this world that | most
wanted to learn about. It is why | applied to the JFT Program. And it is
*Why I spent the last two years of my life living here. #

It has been my absolute pleasure to be a member of your community.
And | thank you from the bottom of my heart for always making me feel f
welcome around town. | can truthfully say that these past two years have

been the most amazing of my life, and | have learned more about Japan
Hand about meself than | ever could have imagined. It has been such a priv-

ilege to see first-hand the Japanese hospitality that my dad once told me
Jabout. And I will long consider Japan, and especially Shinchi, my sec-
ond home.

There is a saying in English that goes,” Time flies(moves fast)when
you are having fun.” And did it ever! It seems like yesterday | was dri-
ving from Koriyama to Shinchi to begin a new chapter in my life, so |
can hardly believe that | will be getting back on a plane and returning
home so soon.

I am not yet sure what career | will choose. My dream is to become an
author. So, if you see a book of mine on the bookshelf, pleasa buy it.
Yoroshiku Onegaishimasu. Maybe | will even write one about my
experience here in Shinchi! We will see... 1

S|

—

T

—~p—

In closing, thank you. Thank you. Thank you. For everything, truly, |
will miss you all very much. Till next time, | will see you around!

—
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