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Happy New Year.
I had an interesting start to this New Year. One that | will never forget.| was in Thailand for Winter Vacation. | left &

* ‘Japan on December 23rd and arrived in Thailand on Christmas Eve. | met some my friends from UCLA inBangkok, then
%fwe took an overnight bus from Bangkok to a small town on the Thai/Malaysian Peninsula called Surat Thani. As every-
;%:0ne knows, at about 7:30 in the morning on December 26th, there was a 9.0 magnitude earthquake off the coast of Suma-
.¥.tra. Atthe time, | was still on the bus and felt a small shake, but had no idea how big of an earthquake it really was. At
) about 8:30 in the morning, | got on a boat and headed East into the Gulf of Thailand towards a small island called Koh Pha Ngan. At that time,
“about half of the people from my bus went East with me, and the other half went west towards Phuket and Koh Phi Phi. At about 10:30 in the
“morning, the huge tsunami hit the west coast of Thailand. At that time, | was on a boat, but on the east side of the Thai/Malaysian Peninsula.

Following the tsunami, we spent two more nights in Koh Pha Ngan to make sure that it was safe to go back to Surat Thani. My friends and |
«decided that it was safe, and that we wanted to volunteer our help. So we first went to Krabi, the main city close to Phuket. There, we spent a
<few days working at the hospital and at city hall. In Krabi, I helped by speaking English on the phone to family members of the victims.

After Krabi, we went to a volunteer camp in Khao Lak, a beach 2 hours north of Phuket. In Thailand, about 8,000 people died from the waves,
.and about 6,000 of those deaths occurred in Khao Lak. Once I arrived, | could see why so many had died there. For 2 kilometers from the ocean,
everything was destroyed. Houses, hotels, telephone poles, traffic lights, etc. were all completely gone. In fact, behind our camp, 2 kilometers
“from the beach, there was a 20,000 kg. police boat sitting on the ground. Imagine a boat that large coming all the way from the beach to Shoei
“Jr. High School on a wave, and that is how powerful it was.

i At the camp in Khao Lak, my friends and | did a lot of different things. Many people had lost their homes, so | spent quite a lot of time in the
;%:kitchen chopping fruit and vegetables. We were also collecting passports, driving licenses, luggage tags, etc. and then sending the information
.. We received to some of the different Embassies around the world. It was difficult because it was so sad to be there, but I met a lot of amazing
Hpeople, all doing amazing things. | feel like I learned a lot.
) Inclosing, I would like to tell a story. A Thai friend that | made at our camp, Arun, lived with his family in Khao Lak. He spoke very good
il English and he told me his story of what had happened that moming. He was walking down on the beach and the tide was very, very low. So
"* low, that people were walking out onto the huge beach and collecting shells and fish and taking pictures. Almost no one knew that a tsunami
%éwas coming, including Arun. But just before the waves came, a Japanese tourist was yelling to people to get off the beach. Not many people
;%:understood his Japanese, but some saw what he was trying to say. Arun had thought that the Japanese man was a bit crazy, so didn’ t pay much
.¥.attention to him. Itwasn’ tuntil the Japanese man grabbed Arun by the shirt and started to run away from the beach with him that he began to
) understand that they were in danger. Soon after, the waves came, and Arun was able to just barely escape, after running for nearly two kilome-
() ters. When he came back to his home, only a kilometer from the water, his house and all six of his family members were gone. He was alone
“and his home was ruined, but his life was saved. The Japanese man, who knew about tsunamis, had saved his life. | think from
1now on, the world will know much more about the power of a tsunami. — )
Anyways, | am thankful to be back here, and | am looking forward to a great six month,
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