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HO' Hello everyone! | can’t believe that it is

0 summer already. Now, everyday reminds me of ==
when | first came here to Shinchi about one year ago. The growing rice =
fields, the sound of frogs at night, and the heat! It has been an interesting year for =
me, and | feel that | have learned a lot about Japan (although there is still so much
more | need to learn). | remember when I first arrived here last year. Everything was
very overwhelming. Because | didn't know one word of Japanese, except for
“ Hajimemashite” , simple things, like shopping at the supermarket, were very diffi-
cult for me. Even though my Japanese language ability is still very, very bad, | feel &k
much more comfortable when | buy groceries these days. And everything | buy is not quite as scary as it -
was last year. | have even learned to love natto and umeboshi.
So, last month | was very busy. | went to Tokyo three times. Once, to visit my Uncle, who was here in Japan %
on business, another time with my mom, and last weekend | went to Mt. Fuji with some friends and then to the *%*
Re-contracting Conference for those on my program who decided to stay for a second year. Last weekend, we
wanted to hike to the top of Mt. Fuji, but when we got to the Fifth Station everyone told us“ abunai, abunai!!. 7§’

not to try to go all the way to the summit. Instead, we only hiked around for a couple of hours, and then went [
to the Fuji-kyu Highland Amusement Park in the afternoon. It was really fun because we had such agreat view  {)

this year or next.

There are many people who | have not seen for a very long time. 1 will be going to both Los Angeles and .Y.
Sacramento as well as up to Lake Tahoe (about 2 hours east of Sacramento) to go camping and hiking with .2
friends. When | come back, | know that the semi will be waiting for me, justas“ urusai” as they were last .
& year. - )

. That'sall for now. Until next month..

-| will see you around town, Matal

(i H16.7.5.

~

The weather looked very nice, but it was about 2 weeks before the hiking season started there, so we decided

of the mountain on most of the rides, especially at the top of Fujiyama. It was a shame, because the weather
actually was very nice, but we didn’ t know that at the time. | would love to go back and hike it sometime either ().

I will be going home for summer vacation to visit my friends and family, so | am very excited about my trip.
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