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For example, kanji came from

ancient China and was adopted by the Japanese
who use it for their writing system and today I, an

American am studying this interesting written lan-

guage called kanji.
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One of the neat things about

kaniji is if you know the meaning of the kanji you
can pick up a Japanese or even a Chinese news-

signs that are all around me everyday, but I am| \_

I see kanji all around me everyday, unfortunate-
slowly learning the different and mysteriously

ly most of it | don’t understand. However, there
are times when | do understand what it means and
the feeling | get from finally understanding a sign

| see while walking down the street is great.
Sometimes | feel like an illiterate elementary

school child because | can’t read the words and

paper and understand the meaning of the stories
evenifyoudon't* speak” Japanese or Chinese.

beautiful characters called kanji that you live

with.

My goal is to learn all

Itisabig challenge but one that | am con-

fident can be accomplished with enough disci-
pline and time. Wish me luck on my journey

I have been seriously studying for about six weeks
through the world of kanji.

now and have learned the meaning of and how to

write about 180 kanji.
1,945 of the Joyo Kanji within one year, April

2003.
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