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Dear Shinchi,

I have had a wonderful 3 years in Shinchi. It's gone by so quickly. It seems
like only yesterday that I first came here. | have many friends and great mem-
ories. If I had it to do over again, | would have talked to more people. But I'm
a shy person. Some people are surprised to hear me say that, but it's true.
The students who | most identify with are the shy ones. Because they remind
me of myself. When | was a student, | was shy but my teachers always encour-
aged me. They helped me to believe in myself and to be confident.

A few months after, | first came to Shoei, I felt that many students were ignor-
ing me and trying to avoid me. | thought I was doing something wrong by try-
ing to talk with students. | became depressed and | even cried. Shy people like
me are don’t take rejection well. But | never gave up. Everyday at lunch and
after school, I walked around the classrooms to try to talk with the students.
After about one year, | think students became used to me.

And now, after 3 years, some of my happiest memories are conversations |
had with students. I'm so glad | never gave up. In classes, my job was to teach
English. After class, | felt it was my responsibility to give the kids a chance to
practice their English. And through conversations with everyone, | hoped to
we could understand each other and share our cultures. I think I succeeded.
Certainly, I learned a lot about Japan by talking through conversations. | think
that Japanese culture and language is very difficult to understand. I still don't
understand everything, but I feel good about what | do know. My goal was to
learn about Japan and its people. It was a challenge, but I think I succeeded.
One of the things that | learned while living here in Shinchi is the power of a
dream. Parents and grandparents always complain that today’s children don’t
study as hard as they did. It's the same in Canada as it is in Japan. When you're
poor, you have a clear goal, to get more money so you can have a better life,
an easier life. If not for yourself, at least for your children. So today’s children
have lots of things their parents never had. CD players, video games, and maybe
even their own TV. It is no longer the lucky few who can go to school, but its
normal for everyone.

As countries, people, and families become wealthier, young people see less
reason to work hard. Children have more freedom and less responsibilities.
They also have more opportunities. Today's children have the chance to do
things their grandparents could not. The more freedom you have the more
important it is to set goals for yourself. Children have lots of choices, but they
have to decide for themselves what to do with their lives.

This is why I think it's important to set goals. Goals give our lives direction.
Goals are challenges we set for ourselves. And when you work hard to achieve
adifficult goal, you become a better person. One of my goals was to learn and
about Japanese culture. Both are very difficult to understand. But | feel | have
succeeded. And I have changed as a person.

The best kind of goal, is a dream. My dream is to be a writer because | love
to communicate with people. A dream isagoal that inspires you. It makes you
try very hard. It makes you never give up. It keeps you strong when life
becomes difficult. More important than simply having a dream, you have to
believe you can succeed. If you truly believe that, then somehow, you will sure-
ly find a way to make your dream come true. No matter how difficult.

One thing I have come to realize is that it is not the goal itself, but the process.
Now that I have achieved my goal, it's like standing at the top of a mountain.
I look back at the way that | came. | remember all the struggles and problems.
I realize how much I have changed. It makes me want to climb another, high-
er mountain. Your goals and dreams are about what kind of person you are,
and what kind of person you want to become.

Lastly, | want to thank everyone who made me feel so welcome here in
Shinchi. It is because of people like you that | love Shinchi so much. | feel like
I'm a part of Shinchi now. And Shinchi will forever be a part of me.

Your friend forever,

Marks
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