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Every day brings me closer to my last day in Japan. In my last few months,

I find myself thinking back to my first days in Japan.

ooooioood

Hello Shinchi!

My first few months, there were many things that surprised me. The first
thing that surprised me about Japan was the summer heat. | thought Toron-

in English. Co-workers do not have drinking

Nomikai”
parties in Canada. But now I' m used to them and never miss one.

was shocked because in Canada, students don’ t do that. Professional jani-
Drinking parties were also something very new to me. There isn’t even a

Another example, after school all the students clean up the whole school. |
tors do all the cleaning after everyone has gone home.

ity was so strong, | wondered why everyone wasn'’ t wearing shorts and T-

to was pretty hot in the summer but Japan is even hotter. The heat and humid-
shirts all the time.

good word for “

hara

Of course, | had no idea what he said. Now | use dialect words like

As you may know, | studied Japanese for 1 year before | came to Japan.
When I came to Shinchi, the first question someone asked me was, “

heta?”

Marks

“ 1I"ve learned a lot about Japanese culture, but |

To me, that is the real meaning of culture. It' s all those things that you do
without thinking about it. It s natural because that’ s they way everyone else

does it. You never realize what is your culture until you go somewhere else.

“ tsukattcha” without even thinking about it.
That' s why | always say,

learned even more about my own.”

See you!
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