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This year we had lots of snow in January. It was my first time
to see so much snow in Shinchi. It reminds me of Canadal!

I helped my neighbors shovel the snow. The children near my
home had lots of fun in the snow. Children love the snow and
they don’ t care how cold it is. The feeling is infectious and |
played with them. | even jumped into the snow with my

Watching my neighbors kids play in the snow reminded me
of my own childhood. I used to build snowmen and snow forts
with my friends. We would use the forts as protection when
we fought snowball wars. | remember the days when the snow

was so deep that it was hard to walk to school. So I would fol-

Because I'm a Canadian, many people think that | like the
winter. Well, I like the snow, but | hate the cold. And I’ m not
good at winter sports. I’ ve never even been skiing.

It's true that winters in Canada are colder than here in
Shinchi. But because it’ s so cold, we really protect ourselves
against the winter. Our houses close up tight and are well insu-
lated. Central heating keeps the house warm all the time. In
Canada, | can wear shorts and a t-shirt inside my house. We
only have to worry about the cold when we go outside. Japan-

ese houses are made for the very hot summers. The sliding

doors and windows can open wide to let the breeze in. It

ﬂwﬁ@

it. I' Il always treasure my memories of sitting under a kotat-
su eating mikans. Still, I'm looking forward to when the

But this is my last winter in Japan, so I' m determined to enjoy
weather gets warm again. I’'m a summer-loving Canadian.)

doesn’ t get very cold here so there’ s no need for central heat-
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