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Happy New Year! | hope you enjoyed your winter hol-

oodooi19o00o0
Hello Shinchi!

idays. The New Year is always such a hopeful time. |
always think it's a chance to do new things and
improve my life. This is a special New Year because
it marks the end of the 20th century and the beginning
of the 21st century. And the world is becoming a
smaller place. Today, it's becoming easier to travel
anywhere in the world. There seem to be fewer barri-
ers between cultures, and more opportunities for every-
one. So | look forward to life in the new century.

This is also a very big year for me personally. This
summer | will end my three-year adventure in Japan.
It's going to be a big change for me. I’ ve become used
to Shinchi. I think of it as home. It will be very hard to

Living in Japan has

I wonder what my future will be. | haven't decided
what | want to do after I leave Japan. | think I'm going
go to another country. I'm still very excited about other
cultures. Right now, the next culture | would like to
learn about is the Chinese culture. I think I would like
to live in Taiwan, Shanghai or Hong Kong. I think
those places would be very exciting places to live.

I know Chinese will be a difficult to learn. And right
now, | don’t know any Chinese. But I'm not worried
given me confidence. Perhaps that is the most impor-
tant lesson | learned from Japan. | learned that I could

about learning new languages

say goodbye.
to stay in Canada for a year or so. Then | would like to

Marks

29 29 29 27 29 29 2 23

different country, where | don’t speak the language.

The most important thing is to be confident. First,
too difficult. 1 wish you all the best for the New Year.

Never give up on your dream just because I think it is
Yours truly,

believe in yourself. Know that you can do it. Then,

do difficult things. I'm not afraid to live in a new and
eventually, you will find a way.
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