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How much free time do you have? The answer for most peo-
ple, everywhere in the world is: not enough. But I think that Cana-
dians have more free time than Japanese people do.

all student must

join a club, usually sports. And they practice almost everyday.

They often practice on the weekends and during summer vacation

t even have sports

Take for example junior high school. At Shoei

In Canada, most junior high schools don
teams. We have sports teams in high school and neighborhood club

teams, but they don’ t practice all year, only for the season. In
Canada, there’s no school on Saturday, and no one comes to

too. Sometimes they even practise until 7:00. I’ s quite surprising

But the

This idea is reflected in the language. On Monday mornings we
question is really asking how do you spend your free time.

Working adults too. In Canada, it’ s quite normal to take long
Free time is for the things you want to do, not have to do. For
children, free time gives them the chance to try many things and
to discover what' s important to them. In Canada, each child does
their own thing, summer camp, a neighborhood sports club, part-

vacations, usually during the summer. It' s quite normal to take a
few weeks off and go on a trip somewhere or spend time with your

family. The idea is that you need a break from work in order to

often ask this question, “ How was your weekend?”

What you do in your free time is a part of your personality. What
Marks

of things in my free time: | joined a baseball team, went fishing,
would you do if you had more free time?

explored the forests near my home, and | even took lessons in Ger-
man. Most of all, I read books. And now, | want to become a writer.

time job, or a trip with the family. When I was in school | did lots
Now I spend my free time writing, as well as reading.
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