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- Sayonara Shinchi,
Well the time has come for me to say good-bye. | will spend one more year in Japan in Oki-

. nawa. When the fall term begins later this month I will begin teaching English at Ginowan City
7 Senior High School in Ginowan City, Okinawa.

g The past two years have gone by so quickly and have been filled with wonderful memories. It

learned more from the students than they did from me. And although I m a little older than most
. ALTsat 30, | feel as if | have grown a great deal during the past two years.

’ Before | came to Japan | seta few goals for myself. 1think | have accomplished or almost accom-
plished most of them. They were to:

« [ Improve my spoken Japanese from the survival level to the conversational level.

. O Getto knowthe “ real” Japan, the one that tourists never experience.

¢ O Learn more about Japanese history and culture.

[0 Have fun and enjoy the JET (Japan Exchange and Teaching) Program experience and life to
its fullest.

" this* natsukashi.”  Let me just tell you a few things that I will miss most about Japan:

mama-san’ s pub.

°| O The sweet, spicy, and fruity taste of a fine junmai ginjo nama zake.

0 The never ending songs of the rice paddy frogs in the spring.
. [ Festivals, festivals, festivals.
' 0 The glow of red lanterns signifying a Japanese pub.

7 O Green, green, green rice fields and mountains for as far as the eye can see.
+ [ Freshly caught fish.

» 0 Giggling little children dressed up in their cute summer kimonos.
o O Finding little sweets or rice cracker omiyage from some far off city lying on my desk.

+ [ Cool and moist oshibori hand towels to refresh your face on a hot and humid Japanese sum-

mer day.

% 0 Hot bowls of nabe in the bitter cold of winter in Tohoku.

» 0 Soaking in outdoor baths (rotemburo) especially after mountain hiking or snowboarding.

. what was sometimes a difficult time to be separated so far from each other.

care of life’ s everyday little things and inviting me to Shinchi Town’s local festivals, and the

. staff at the BOE Musha-san for those hiking trips to northern Japan’ s beautiful mountains, as
1 well as Kurosawa-san, and Shingai-san.
» Thank you Kanta Sensei for helping me along those first few difficult months of school life, *

» explaining cultural differences, and for all those nomunication sessions with Yoshida Sensei. And

. thank you to the JTEs that | have had the pleasure of working with during these past two years:
* Kurosawa Sensei, Michiko Sensei, and Endo Sensei. °

Thank you Memezawa-san master of LA Cafe in Soma City for everything. | simply cannot
. thank you enough.
| Thank you Yoshi-san for being a good friend and teaching me how to surf and snowhboard mak-

7 ing my summers and winters in Japan more enjoyable. k
« Thank you Watanabe-san master of Komatsu for teaching me about the wonderful world of oishii

» nihonshu and sake connoisseurship. And if | failed to mention anyone | apologize and say thank
. you to you.
Lastly, a final note to my students from Shoei Jr. High, Fukuda, Shinchi, and Komagamine Ele-

J mentary Schools, if you ever have the opportunity to travel, live, or study abroad please do. It
% will be an eye opening experience, you will grow as a person, and it will broaden your aware-
. ness of the world around you. I'm only one person and can only teach you so much ina 50-

» minute lesson asan ALT. But you can learn so much more simply by exploring another coun-

« try, culture, language, and its peoples first hand. It's called the World School of Life and you
- will greatly benefit from attending this school in more ways than you can imagine. For exam- .

. ple, if you have a dream to travel around Australia for a year learning English or teaching Japan-
- ese then by all means pursue your dream and make it a reality. | did.
I Good-bye, Gambatte! & Be Genki!

Yours.truly, . . ﬁ i W%

(7) H15.8.5.

- seems like just yesterday 1 arrived in town. When I first came to Japan, I really didn’ t know
] what to expect, what | would learn, what | would teach, and what | would experience. As you
° knowmy* job” wasan ALT (Assistant Language Teacher) but | have to be honest, I think I ©

I"m sure in a few months 1 will find myself missing Japan. 1 think the Japanese have a word for

» [0 The aroma of yakitori grilling over an old charcoal grill drifting into the alley from a little .

» | would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to a few of the many people that I’ ve met '
« along my journey in Japan.
" First of all, a big thank you to my beautiful wife Nagako for her love and understanding during

© Thank you Kyoikucho Meguro-san, Nakag-san, my supervisor Saito-san for helping me to take |*
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